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Impostors of Christianity XIII

Attributes of God
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.
To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon ten points to validate real Christianity.  Now we are looking at some attributes of God that we must also insist are required for such a validation.  A quote of John Calvin is appropriate at this point: “Man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state until he has compared himself with God’s majesty”
So far we have looked at these attributes:

1.) God is a triune being (already covered as one of the Impostors items)

2.) God is love (1 John 4:8)

3.) God is Holy, Holy, Holy (Isaiah 6:3 and Rev 4:8)

4.) God is spirit.

5.) God is omnipresent.
Now let’s look briefly at the attribute that God is personal.  This aspect of the Christian understanding of God is crucial for many people are deists but not Christians.  A deist and a theist believe that a god created the universe and all of its laws and then stepped out of the way and let it do its thing.  Therefore nobody can have an interaction with this god for he is not available for consultation.  A deist believes that people are basically good and that everything just came into being in a perfectly rational way based upon the natural laws of the universe as created by this god.  A deist may believe in an afterlife but he would never believe in a hell since he believes that nobody is basically evil.  

You see that the Christian has a totally different concept of God.  Since God is a personal God, He is personally concerned about each of His children.  We refer to God as He and not it. He is not simply a force, energy or substance, but a person. God has a personality. God is self-conscious and self-willed. God thinks and acts.  God is a spiritual person and when we are born again we become spiritual people and therefore capable of interacting with God.  When we are born again we also become God’s children and what a personal concept that is!
John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,”

Jesus also taught us to pray to God as our Father:
Matt 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.”

We even become brothers of Jesus, Who also is God:
Matt 12:49 “And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, "Behold, My mother and My brothers!”
Matt 25:40 “And the King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'”

The Holy Spirit is also God and is also “He” rather than “it”.  

John 16:7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”

[One of my pet peeves is for people to refer to the Holy Spirit as “it”.  In one church to which we belonged the choir would sometimes sing a song that has in one part of it: “Send It on down” and I would just thrash about on the floor!]

The Bible is full of information about how God cares for His children in all ways throughout their lives.  I will only list one here that is a favorite of most of God’s children:
Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

[You may want to read my article on this topic: http://livingtheology.com/Rom828.htm] 

We serve the only true God Who is not only the Creator but also the personal God Who loves His children.  You may want to say: “Amen!”  I certainly do say so at this point.

